	University High School Boosters Meeting

	11/10/2020

	Agenda:

	· Welcome/Call to Order
· Officer and Administration Reports – 20 min

· President (Karen Hightower)

· Vice President (Jennifer McCarron) 
· Secretary (Stephanie Checchi) 
· Treasurer Report (Teri Wilson)

· Administration Report  (Andrea Markert)

· Committee Chair Messages & Reports  – 20 min 

· Old Business – none 
· New Business – 10 min

· Adjourn

	Notes

	Call to order/Roll call
Meeting called to order by Stephanie Checchi at 6:30 pm on 11/10/2020.
Officer Reports 

President  

Karen Hightower
· Thanks to help from John Larson, those requesting funds from Boosters can do so using a new online form. 
· The form can be found here: https://www.uhigh.ilstu.edu/blogs/boosters/requesting-funds/.
· There is also a hard copy that can be printed, and turned into Andrea/Steve if desired.
· We ask that requests are turned in by the 25th of the month, to be considered and discussed at the booster meeting the following month. 
· Typically, we're doing all-school wreath fundraising at this time, however it not something that we felt was not wise based upon both distribution issues and what was happening with school when we had to make the decision. With that said, we are hoping we can do some fundraising in the spring, but for now the goal is to get through this semester. If there are groups however interested in doing individual fundraisers that are virtual, we do have some nice options that are online, let us know if we can be of assistance: https://www.uhigh.ilstu.edu/blogs/boosters/fundraising/. 

 
VP (will also include fundraising update)
Jennifer McCarron
· We further updated the Fundraiser Section of the Booster Website

· Provided new online fundraising options

· updated the REQUEST FOR FUNDS FORM  (under "requesting funds" on booster website) https://www.uhigh.ilstu.edu/blogs/boosters/fundraising/
· We are working with ISU to make the fundraiser request form a form that can be submitted online

· If you are a team or a club, make sure you check out the fundraising section – lots of great options have been researched – thanks to Lisa Smith for her help!
Secretary

Stephanie Checchi
· October minutes were posted on the Booster’s website. 

· Motion to approve: Jennifer McCarron  Second: Diana Sawhney
· Thanks to the Committee chairs for getting those updates to me prior to today.
· Please remember that when you speak up to make motions it would be helpful to me to state your name as I have multiple attendee screens and can’t track who’s speaking while taking notes.  

· Boosters always meets the first Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm, except in January when we don’t meet.  Just for planning, I’d like to call attention to our Boosters meetings for this year.  You can also find loads of great Boosters info on our website.

· December 1st
· February 2nd 2021

· March 2nd 2021

· April 6th 2021

· May 4th 2021
· I’d like to give our Treasurer, Teri, the floor to discuss our account balances and an overview of where we are at to kick off this school year.  
Treasurer 
Teri Wilson
· See report below for detailed financial info
· Busey $18099 balance
· Only income was a returned check for $107.50

· Paid out Gold Rush and the girl’s golf grant, and a roll of stamps (
· Ending October balance for Busey account: $17349.64

· $22510 total funds for after prom

· Foundations account: $9207.87
· Total account balances for all three accounts: $49067.51
Administration Report (Andrea Markert – Principal)
· Been a great couple weeks returning to blended learning and seeing the students in the classroom!  The kids were really quiet the first week but they’ve remembered how to talk now.
· Still trying to balance having students in the classroom and some at home.  “216 student teachers” have had to be remote 

· Winter sports: boys swimming and diving, competitive cheer and competitive dance.  Basketball is now considered a high risk sport so they will be practicing only until we get more guidance from Illinois State Board, Public Health, and IHSA.  Comes down to liability and insurance and we will not be taking that on as a school right now.

· Another survey will be coming out at the end of the week to opt in or out of in person learning 

· Anytime we have a COVID positive community member they have to send a notification to all students.  They aren’t telling you that students are at risk – it’s more just for awareness.  Working on a dashboard.  Currently have 2 positive cases and 18 students are quarantined if they came into close contact.  Many are being extra cautious and quarantining if they had exposure to someone.  Only close contact the students have would be at lunch if they leave the building and are close to friends or if in between EVERY single class they walk with the same person who’s been exposed.  
· The school is SO proud of our students for wearing their masks properly and keeping their distance

· Still some issues with lunch and space in small and large gym just because the PE unit is badminton.  Continue to work through that.

· If your student has been in contact with a positive case, they will reach out to you individually.

· Will be meeting about a plan for school picture day next week.

· Winter coats will have to be carried around with the students, and they’ll work on additional plans.  Cannot use the lockers.

· A couple teachers have also had to quarantine due to close contact and a substitute comes into the classroom to be with the students while the teacher teaches from home.

· Question about attendance in asynchronous classes – they have only had an issue with two classes and they think that is resolved.

· In chorus, students are separated more than six feet and have their masks on at all times.  They also take breaks to ensure they are following health guidelines.

· Students in a family do not all have to choose the same blended or remote option.

· We are watching the metrics for the state and county to make decisions about future learning and monitoring other schools in the area who are having to return to remote learning.  We are in constant contact with McLean County public health and ISU to monitor.  No positive cases at U High have been because they were at school.  Andrea truly believes we are doing a great job keeping the kids safe.
· Block schedule discussion will be November 20th and the schedule for second semester will be published around December 7th.  They will also be re-evaluating the days in school option.
Committee Reports

After-Prom  

Katherine Baumann
Susie Beard
Purpose:  After-Prom provides a safe place for the students to go after the dance.
· No After Prom report – still determining possibilities
· Have confirmed the date that is on the calendar but ISU isn’t certain of date because of so many adjustments.  More to come.
Hospitality (For Dances)
Katy Kraft

Beth Sauser

Purpose:  To provide hospitality to our dances (back to school, black-light, and Class Night dances)
· Unsure of the state of this committee currently due to COVID-19. 
Directory

Mercy Davison
Purpose: To provide a listing of all U-High students & families for reference.
· Final directory update sent in September – thank you, Mercy!
Faculty/Staff Appreciation (FSA)
Cheri Sundaram 

Purpose:  To provide a meal once a month to the faculty/staff to show our appreciation.
·  Not much update
· Plans for breakfasts and such are completely on hold

· Brainstorming ways we can show appreciation to faculty and staff as soon as we can!
Fundraising

Jennifer McCarron

Purpose:  To organize and coordinate fundraising for all sports, teams and booster programs.
 The Fundraising committee exist to support groups/organizations at UHigh raise funds – and do so in a way that is in-line with all policies and procedures. We do have to be involved/have knowledge of all fundraising activity – and am hoping this year that we can make that easy and also help groups better promote their events.  Here’s how we can help:

 

· See VP report above
Hospitality

Chris Bray

Lisa Heptinstall

Purpose: To provide a welcoming environment along with food/drink for our 3 hosting events: 1) Open House in September, 2) Prospective Student Open House (usually in January), and 3) Freshman Testing in April 
· We are unsure of the state of Hospitality given the pandemic and our ability to serve food.  
· Next event is scheduled Prospective Student Open House 
Parent Support Network (PSN)
Chris Grieshaber

Purpose:  The PSN is parents working with and helping other parents address issues that affect us all by having events on different pertinent topics. 
· Chris is the chair of health sciences at ISU
· Chris is gathering feedback from parents on what we might want to see in the spring semester including: Mental health and wellness, college planning for earlier and later high school students, How to support U High students, Financial planning, bridging the high school pandemic experience, NCAA, high school athletics.

· Potentially will do a survey for all parents for additional input.

· Chris’ info is on the website – please reach out if you have ideas.
Spirit-Wear
Kacy Rader
Michelle Cervantes
Purpose:  The purpose is to sell spirit wear and take proceeds to boosters as well as to promote U-High spirit in the community. 
· Sprit Wear store is open until November 23rd!  
· Guaranteed Christmas delivery.  If you want a faster delivery, please choose the “ship to house” option.

· https://www.selectspiritwear

 HYPERLINK "https://www.selectspiritwear.com/v5store/pc/viewcategories.asp?idcategory=1309" .com/v5store/pc/viewcategories.asp?idcategory=1309
· Everyone has picked up the stadium chairs – and we may do another one in the spring semester.
Gold Rush Raffle

Julia Heller
Terry Ogunleye
Purpose:  To coordinate the raffle which is one of Boosters largest fundraisers.

· Deposit to be made in the amount of $920 for 46 tickets sold
· Grand total of 422 tickets sold and $8,440 raised to date

· We are 80 tickets and $1600 behind last year at this time

· Digital payments possibility?  
Recognition – Good For U Award
Katy Kraft
Beth Sauser

Purpose:  The purpose of the Good for U Award is to recognize a student for contributions made outside of traditional academic and sports accolades.  This may include acts of kindness, outstanding effort, resolution of issues, etc.  Nominations may also be done for teachers & administrators for their contributions. 
· No Good for U nominations – there will be once the students are back in the building and we can get this going again.
Website/Social Media
Kelli Kiefer

Purpose:  To ensure we have a positive presence & info available on our Website.    

·  If you have any suggestions or updates to the website, let the boosters committee know.
Representative Reports

Band

Shelly King
Choir

Holly Pfister
· Music is doing an online butter braid sale – look for that from the students – this will help them with future travel.
Dance

Orchestra

Jani Hall
Orchesis

Speech

Theater

Holly Pfister

Sports/Clubs
STEM
Ashish Sawhney
Girls Golf
Old Business

· None
New Business
· Annual Day of Giving – Wilma Bates, Director of Development for Lab Schools.  December 1 is National Day of Giving.  We will be doing a mini fundraiser for U High and Metcalf.  Since ISU is moving away from Day of Giving as they are doing “Birds Give Back”, we focused just on the lab schools for Day of Giving.  Priorities is the renovation of the science labs and the general funds by Mrs. Markert. On December 1st we will get a Skyward email from John Larsen asking us to donate to their secure site and the funds will all go toward the science labs and general fund.  Starts midnight on December 1st and will be driven also by social media.  They will need ambassadors who are active on social media to push the message out further.  If you are interested in being an ambassador, please reach out to Mrs. Markert or John, or Wilma herself.  There will be challenges throughout the day to encourage donations.  Wilma: wbates@ilstu.edu
Adjourn
· Motion to close: Lisa Heptinstall, seconded by Kacy Rader

	  Attendees: 
	Andrea Markert, Karen Hightower, Jennifer McCarron, Stephanie Checchi, Michelle Cervantes, Jennifer McCarron, Kacy Rader, Janet, Mary, Jennifer, Lisa Heptinstall, Maggie, Karin Burwell, Diana Sawhney, Tolu Adanri, Wilma Bates, Amelia Noel-Elkins, Cindy, Jenny, Susi Beard, Karin McDowell, Brooke Hermano, Teri Wilson. Coach Cory, Heather Burras, Shawn, Laura Mitchell, Michele Cheeseman, Reedy, Beth Sauser, Lisa Smith, Tim King, Siree N, Mike Orgler, Debbi Wolford, Julie Loy, Shannon Moreland, Becky Duly, Jennifer Craig, Julia Heller

	Treasurers Report:
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Treasurer Report

Busey Bank Account Balance October 1, 2020 $ 18,099.14

Income

Gold Rush

Spirit Wear

Returned Check reimbursement $ 107.50

Income Total $ 107.50

Expenses
Gold Rush $ (300.00)
Spirit Wear
Grants (Girls Golf) $ (500.00)
USPS (postage) $ (55.00)
Busey Bank (Fees and Expenses) $ (2.00)

Expense Total $ (857.00)

Busey Bank Account Balance October 31, 2020 $ 17,349.64

Booster Account Total $ 49,067.51






